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unphilosophical, if all proof must rest at last on
the theistie postulate. Take for granted the exist-
ence of (rod; assume that interpretable nature is
virtually signifip.fl.-nt language in which the Uni-
versal Mind is addressing man. Do we not find
the physical universe in harmony with this postu-
late that Divine Order is innate in its evolution?
To argue scientifically for the inevitable presup-
position of all inductive science is to reason in a
circle: but the theistic postulate, on the other
hand, I thought, might be logically vindicated, as
the alternative to a reductio ad absurdum in
the form of total nescience or mental paralysis.

Before Mill's 'Examination of Hamilton' ap-
peared in 1865, other influences were inclining
in a like direction. Comte's ' Philosophie Positive'
had, as I have said, been recommending the physi-
cally scientific conception of the universe as the
only one suited to the manhood of the human
race. It was certain, we were told, to take
the place of the metaphysical categories, which
engaged the race in its youth, and, above all,
of theology which was the philosophy of the
infancy of mankind. In the progress of the ages
man had outgrown explanation of the universe
by metaphysical categories of thought, and could
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